
    

  
 

Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival and WGBH to Host 2016 Science Media Awards & Summit 
 

Seeking Producers to Curate Panels 
 Awards Competition Opens March 1 

 
Boston, MA and Jackson, WY (February 16, 2016) – Forty years ago Boston public media producer 
WGBH created NOVA, the first and still the most influential national science series on American 
television. The Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival was launched 25 years ago and has become the most 
prestigious wildlife film festival in the country. Together they will present SMASH16, the 2016 Science 
Media Awards and Summit in the Hub, September 20-22 at WGBH in Boston. 
 
The summit will convene leading scientists and science media makers from around the globe to share new 
work, new approaches and new ideas in science communications. The goal of SMASH16 is to build 
public awareness, science literacy and engagement.  
 
“Boston is one of the central hubs of science and innovation and home to many of the world’s most 
venerated scientific thinkers and institutions,” said John Bredar, WGBH Vice President of National 
Programming. “It is a perfect place to gather to recognize and celebrate excellence in science media.” 
 
SMASH16 will bring together more than 300 scientists and science media professionals to examine the 
current and future state of public engagement with science and technology through media.  Keynote 
speakers will address pressing issues; science engagement, the future of science programming, the impact 
of online media, innovation, and storytelling. Presentations will include new areas of research and some 
of the most important new discoveries of the past two years. 
 
“From the infinitesimal to the infinite, science is a profound part of everyday life. Effective science 
storytelling that engages public audiences and informs global policy decisions is more important than ever 
before,” said Lisa Samford, Executive Director of the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival.  
 
WGBH and the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival are actively seeking session producers to curate 
expert panels and create highly effective and thought provoking programming for the summit. All those 
interested should contact Christie@jhfestival.org. 
 
SMASH16 will be anchored in the Science Media Awards, a prestigious international film competition 
that will include 500+ entries competing for 20 awards. Media competition categories will be announced 
in February, with the call for entry opening March 1 and closing June 1. Entries will compete in content, 
program, and craft categories. Finalists will be announced August 1. For more information about the 
media competition visit http://www.sciencemedisummit.org.  
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About Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival 
Recognized as the premiere event of its genre, the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival convenes a 
biennial five-day industry conference that draws over 650 international conservationists, journalists, 
filmmakers and broadcasters. JHWFF encourages the production of natural history programming around 
the world by providing non-fiction media industry stakeholders with an international film forum to 
conduct business, test new equipment, refine production techniques and celebrate the world’s finest 
nature and science programming. For more information, please visit jhfestival.org. 
 
About WGBH 
WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster and the largest producer of PBS content for 
TV and the Web, including Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow and 
more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH also is a major supplier of 
programming for public radio, and oversees Public Radio International (PRI). As a leader in educational 
multimedia for the classroom, WGBH supplies content to PBS LearningMedia, a national broadband 
service for teachers and students. WGBH also is a pioneer in technologies and services that make media 
accessible to those with hearing or visual impairments. WGBH has been recognized with hundreds of 
honors. More info at www.wgbh.org.  
 
	  


